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My life has been shaped by football

Football has been a huge part of my life 
for as long as I can remember - from the 
first time I kicked a ball as a little girl, to 
playing for Cardiff City Ladies F.C, from 
my 24 caps as national team captain, 
and now in the work that I am doing 
with the Football Association of Wales 
and with UEFA on women’s football.

I believe that my career in football, both 
on and off the pitch, gives me unique 
insights, especially from a player’s 
perspective, that I can bring to both the 
UEFA and FIFA families.

Your Football Candidate

If you place your trust in me, I would be 
honoured to become UEFA’s first female 
member on FIFA Council to have played 
international football and to have 
captained her country. 

I am deeply proud to have been captain 
of Wales, playing every single 
international match between 1994 and 
2001.

I would bring to the UEFA and FIFA 
families the energy, drive, passion and 
diligence that has underpinned my 
playing and professional careers.

Please be assured, I will not let you 
down.  
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“ I am deeply proud to have 
been captain of Wales ”



Since hanging up my boots

Retiring from top level play is tough, but 
I have thrown myself into senior roles in 
sports leadership and governance, in 
football and in sport more widely. I was 
Chair of Sport Wales for 8 years and also 
a member of the Board of UK Sport.

I am a Board Director at the Football 
Association of Wales and have worked 
with my association to develop a strong 
pathway for elite players and to expand 
grassroots and community football. I 
have also advised on the modernisation 
of my national association - including on 
governance, which is one of my 
professional areas of expertise - and in 
improving diversity and equality.

Since 2016, I have been a Deputy 
Chairperson of UEFA’s Women’s Football  

bodies on policy, diversity and 
constitutional reform.

My partner Llinos and I have two young 
daughters, Annie and Isabella, who both 
enjoy playing football and love watching 
Wales and Cardiff City play!

Committee working closely with UEFA 
on women’s football initiatives and 
contributing to its ‘Time for Action’ 
strategy.  I am currently a member of 
UEFA’s new Women’s Football Strategy 
Steering Group.

Outside of football

I am a graduate in Politics from the 
London School of Economics.  Now, as 
Professor of Public Policy and the 
Governance of Wales at Cardiff 
University, I work closely with the Welsh 
and UK Parliaments and other national
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“ Board Director at the Football 
Association of Wales, member 

of UEFA's Women's Strategy 
Steering Group ”



My guiding principles

Given the challenges that we have all 
faced over the last year, I passionately 
believe - now more than ever - that we 
are stronger together than apart.  UEFA 
has an important and distinctive role to 
play in football development - we are 
the custodians of the game in Europe 
and we must nurture and cherish its 
long-term future. 

It is my belief that, for us to do this with 
impact and purpose, we must maintain 
the unity of the European football 
family, including presenting a united 
European voice at FIFA Council.

I am committed to protecting the 
integrity of football at every level, to 
ensure that our game is accessible and 
available to all and I am ready to be 
innovative in my approach.  To that end, 
I would use my experience of effective 
governance to unite, grow and diversify 
our game. 

There are many talented and well-
qualified women who know our game. I 
am standing because I have a 
contribution to make across football. I 
also believe that football will be stronger 
by having more football women 
amongst its decision-makers. 

Page 4                   www.lauramcall isterforfootball .com YOUR FOOTBALL CANDIDATE

“ I passionately believe that 
we are stronger together ”



Let me cover some other issues 
very close to my heart:

Member Associations and Clubs  

There will always be a careful balance 
required between the wishes of the 
biggest clubs and the crucial longer-
term role of UEFA and FIFA, especially 
when it comes to driving wider football 
development, nurturing the game in all 
its forms and ensuring football touches 
and enriches every community.  

I will always defend the role of our 
Member Associations and the unique 
part they play in European football - at 
grassroots, in development and in 
competition and performance – while 
also appreciating the key role our 

assist every association along the 
journey to strengthen football for 
everyone, everywhere. 

A better balance is good for fans, it’s 
good for commercial partners and it’s 
good for players and those they inspire. 
That is why I fully support UEFA’s vision 
to create and maintain competitive 
balance to grow our game. 

leading clubs play within the football 
pyramid. Crucial issues such as the 
release of players for national team duty 
and an agreed international match 
calendar cannot be dealt with in 
isolation - this is a delicate balance, but 
one that must be achieved for the 
greater good of our game.

Competitive Balance

As someone from Wales, a small to mid-
size Member Association, I know how 
important it is that we aspire to be the 
very best we can be and to compete at 
the highest level possible. We must 
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My Key Issues

YOUR FOOTBALL CANDIDATE

“ I will always defend the role 
of our Member Associations ”



Women’s Football

Women’s football has enormous 
untapped potential and represents a 
massive growth opportunity for UEFA 
and for FIFA, both in terms of 
participation but also commercially.  I 
support a doubling down on efforts to 
encourage more girls into the game at 
the earliest ages, to offer talented 
players a level playing field and to 
strengthen competitive club and 
national team competitions.

I welcome the recent decision by FIFA 
Council to empower all Member 
Associations to vote on the Women’s 
World Cup host. This is an important 
step in the journey towards unlocking 
the huge potential of women’s football 
globally.

I also believe there is merit in 
considering selling the broadcast and 
commercial rights of the FIFA Women’s 
World Cup separately to the men’s, in 
order to properly amplify and maximise 
the value of those rights.
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As commercial revenues build for the 
women’s game, these need to be 
directly reinvested back into women’s 
league structures globally whilst also 
ensuring that opportunities are there for 
all girls and women to play.

YOUR FOOTBALL CANDIDATE

“ Women’s football has 
enormous untapped potential ”



Integrity, governance and tackling abuse

We must maintain the integrity of our 
sport and tackle doping, match fixing 
and corruption. This is critical if we are 
to continue to win the hearts and minds 
of parents, commercial partners and 
football fans.

We have all witnessed vile online and 
physical abuse towards players, coaches 
and referees and I fully support UEFA’s 
efforts to tackle abuse in all its forms. 
Put bluntly, we have a duty of care in 
this area and I will prioritise and 
champion this issue. 

Just as technology has increased the 
problem of online abuse, technology 
can now be part of the solution -
systems now existing that can unmask 
the real-life identity of abusers. This will 
act as a powerful deterrent while also 
helping the social platforms and police 
authorities to act decisively and swiftly 
against the abusers.  I believe European 
football should embrace this route.
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“ I will personally champion UEFA 
and FIFA’s campaigns against 
abuse and discrimination ”



My pledge to you

If you place your trust in me at the UEFA Annual 
Congress, these are the themes that will underpin my 
approach to representing every single UEFA Member 
Association at FIFA Council.  

As importantly, I will use my football background and 
pedigree, aligned with my professional skills to work 
tirelessly to represent your priorities and concerns. I 
pledge that my door will always be open to you to ensure 
that I am able to do this to the very best of my ability. 

Please believe I will be your champion and your voice at 
FIFA Council.  

Yours in football,

Professor Laura McAllister
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“ My door will always be 
open to you ”
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